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recent National Jewish Popilation Survey, only 5,400 children from intermarricd
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houscholds, less than two percent, attend Jewish day schools in the U.S. Imagine how

radically different the future of Jewish day schools would be if even ten percent of this

srowing population chose

ewish day schools.

But for intermarried couples to choose Jewish day schools, day schools must welcome these families. Schools
must,for example, celebrate what day school education uniquely offers rather than what it might prevent, and
accept and welcome the children of allinterfiith fanilies, regardless of which parent is Jewish

Welcoming interfiith families into cay schools is not simply a coneession to demographics it s rooted in

Jewish tradlition. The Torah repeats the commandment to velcome the stranger 36 times, more than any other
commandment. While certain Torah texts can be read to prohibit intermarriage, other Torah stories of iconic
Jewish leaders prove that intermarriage and Jewish commitment are not mutually exclusive. If the children of
intermarried parents are to feel like valuable members of the community, day schools should include these stories

in their religious curiculum

are clearly

ntermarried parents vho have enrolled their children in day school or are considering doing
interested in participating in Jewish life. Schools can make themselves more aceessible to these parents by
making explicit statements of welcome, couching their specifically Jewish values in universal terms, and

providing extra explanatory information on Jewish holidays, ituals, and culure

Integrating the children of intermarriage into Jevwish day schools could not only transform day schools, it

can transform the Jewish world as it reates a generation of Jewishly committed young peaple who arenit

encumbered by the ansieties over intermarringe and population decline.
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[image: image3.png]Day schools could become laboratories that attempt to resolve the thorny isstes of recognition. Every
participant in a Jewish day school community could be considered—in some way—part of the Jewish

community and people.

“The Jews may be the Chosen People, but interfith familes, like liberal Jeves but much more so, are the
“Choosing People.They feel less obligated to follow one tradition or another, they fecl more free to choose
how they veant to live and how they want to raise their children. Our Jewish community will be enlarged and

entiched if it makes our tradition the most attractive choice—for all kinds of Jewish families.
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